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“The Greatest 
Discovery is the 
Public School”  

-Horace Mann. 

HML Notes  -  Spring 2009 

Dr. John Goodlad, researcher and author, was 
recognized at the 87th Annual meeting of the Horace 
Mann League as the 2009 “Outstanding Friend of 
Public Education” by the Horace Mann League. 
 

 
Steve Rasmussen presented the “Outstanding Friend 
of Public Education” award to John Goodlad. The 
award presentation was videoed at his houseboat on 
Lake Union in Seattle.   
 
Dr. Goodlad is recognized as an advocate of school 
reform and is the author of the book, A Place Called 
School: Prospects of the Future. His strong belief is 
that educational renewal must involve school boards, 
educators, and the community to be effective and long 
term. 
 
Dr. Goodlad’s comments can be seen on a link from 
the HML webpage at: www.hmleague.org. 

Dr. Harry Wong , author and speaker, was 
recognized at the 87th Annual meeting of the Horace 
Mann League as the 2009 “Outstanding Public 
Educator.” 
 

 
Colleen Wilcox presented the “Outstanding 
Educator” award to Harry Wong.  Dr. Wong spoke 
about the importance of effective classroom teachers 
as the cornerstone of any effective school.   

Dr. Wong listed three major characteristics to 
describe the effective teacher: 

·  They are extremely good classroom 
managers.  

·  They know how to deliver instruction for 
student learning. 

·  They have positive expectations for student 
success. 
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2009 Horace Mann League Ambassador Awardees 

Gary Marx, Colleen Wilcox, James Harvey, Steve Rasmussen, Carol Choye, Mark Edwards, Charles Fowler, and Art Stellar 

The 2009 “Horace Mann League Ambassadors were recognized at the Annual Meeting for their achievement in 
recruiting ten or more new members into the League during 2008. 

 

2009 Corporate Sponsors. 

Five corporate partners were recognized at the Annual Meeting for their support of the League and commitment 
to improving public schools. 

Sprectrum K-12, Jim Marshall, Atlanta, GA 
Promethium Boards, Mark Elliott, Alpharetta, GA 
Discovery Education, Coni Rechner, Evanston, IL 
Scantron Corporation, Leslie Arnold, Irvine, CA 

Apple Computers, Barbara Nelson, Charlotte, NC 
Plato Learning Corporation, Randi Economou, Bloomington, MN 
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Outstanding Friend  

Dr. Ken Underwood received the 
“Outstanding Friend of the Horace Mann 
League.” 

 
Ken Underwood accepted the  
“Friend of the Horace Mann League” award 
presented by Charles Fowler.  

Dr. Underwood, a League member for over 
30 years, was recognized for his 
commitment to public education and the 
mentoring of aspiring and current school 
leaders. Dr. Underwood is a former 
superintendent and consultant with school 
boards in the superintendent selection 
process. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Service 

Dr. Richard Christie received the “Horace 
Mann League Service” Award. 

 
Richard Christie accepted the “Horace 
Mann League 2009 Service” award 
presented by Eric King. 

Dr. Christie, a six year member of the Board 
of Directors and currently a professor at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, 
specializes in building and district 
leadership.  Dr. Christie is the former 
Superintendent of the Council Bluffs, IA 
Community Schools. 
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Washington, D.C. Update 

Dr. Gary Marx reviewed the recent events of 
Washington, D.C. and implications for 
public education. 

 
Dr. Gary Marx  is the author of a number of 
books, most recent are Future-focused 
Leadership: Preparing Schools, Students, 
And Communities for Tomorrow's Realities 
and An Overview of Sixteen Trends, Their 
Profound Impact on Our Future: 
Implications for Students, Education, 
Communities, and the Whole of Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suburban School Superintendents 
Association 

The 87th Annual Horace Mann League 
Luncheon and Meeting was held in 
conjunction with the Suburban School 
Superintendents Association for the third 
year.  Prior to the Annual Meeting, the 
officers of the SSS met with SSS members. 

 
Ken Bird , President (Omaha, NE, 
President), Charles Fowler (Exeter, HN, 
Executive Director), Jerry Kohn 
(Harrisburg, PA, Past President), Dave 
Kroeze (Northbrook, IL, President 
Elect), and   Don Phillips (Poway, CA, Past 
President). 
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Officers and Directors Elected 

Elections of officers and directors took place at the 
Annual Meeting. 

 President: Dr. Steve 
Rasmussen is the 
superintendent of the Issaquah 
School District, (WA). Dr. 
Rasmussen has served as a 
director for nine years. He has 
also served as President of the 

Washington Association of School Administrators, 
selected as the state’s “Superintendent of the Year” 
and most recently served as a member of AASA’s 
Governing Board.  

President-elect: Dr. George 
Garcia is the recently retired 
superintendent of the Boulder 
Valley School District (CO). 
Dr. Garcia has served as a 
director for seven years. He 
served as superintendent of the 
Kansas City and Tucson 
School Districts as well as 

President of the Large City School Superintendents 
Association and received the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Distinguished Leadership Award. 

Vice President: Dr. Julie 
Underwood is the Dean of the 
College of Education 
(Currently Interim Provost) at 
the University of Wisconsin. 
Ms. Underwood was the 
Director of Legal Advocacy 
Program for the National 
School Boards Association. 
She has co-authored several 

books, including School Law for Teachers (Prentice 
Hall, 2005), Legal Aspects of Special Education and 
Pupil Services (Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1994), and 
The Principal’s Legal Handbook (Education Law 
Association, 1993).  

Past President: Dr. Fred Hartmeister is the Dean 
of Graduate Studies at the Texas 
Tech University in Lobbuck, TX. 
Dr. Hartmeister has both a law 
degree and a PhD in school 
leadership and is recognized for 
his expertise in school law. 

 

New Directors on the HML Board 

Dr. Evelyn Blose Holmna is the superintendent of 
Bay Shore Schools, Long Island, 
NY. She was selected as New 
York Woman of the Year from 
the New York Senate, the New 
York State United Teachers 
Friend of Education Award, the 
National School Boards’ Magna 
Award (4 times), and chosen as a 
Long Island Woman of 

Distinction. 

Dr. Nancy DeFord is recently retired as the 
superintendent of the Park City (UT) Public 

Schools.  Dr. DeFord was formerly 
the Director of Gifted and Migrant 
Education programs in the Norfolk 
(VA) Public Schools.  Dr. DeFord 
is the past president of the 
Association for Curriculum and 
Development and an adjunct 
professor at George Washington 
University. 

Dr. Stan Olson is the superintendent of the Boise 
(ID) Public Schools. Dr. Olson has served as a 

classroom teacher, adjunct 
professor, school consultant and 
facilitator in the fields of 
educational leadership and school 
community relations, as well as a 
superintendent.  
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Horace Mann League Displays 

There are two Horace Mann League displays. The 
larger display is 10’ by 12’ and well suited for an 
auditorium, foyer, or other large room. Many have 
used the display as part of a “Parents Night” or staff 
in-service presentation. 

 

Large Horace Mann League Display 

The smaller display is approximately 4’ by 6’ and 
can be placed on a table.  This display can be used in 
a classroom or office entry area. 

 
Mid size Horace Mann League Display 
Email: jmckay@hmleague.org  to schedule. All 
shipping is paid by the Horace Mann League. 

 

On the Art of Teaching 

The book, On the Art of Teaching  by Horace Mann, 
is an excellent gift to present to new teachers, 
friends of public education and others.  

 

 

Horace Mann League Prints 

The Horace Mann League prints are available for 
415.00 or a set of three for $35.00. 

    

Each print is 24” by 36”. 

A 10” by 12” framed print of the “Greatest 
Discovery” is available for $20.00. 

Send an email to: jmckay@hmleague.org  to order 
the book, large prints, or the framed prints
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The Horace Mann League Board of Directors

 
Front row: Eric King, Stan Olson, Steve Rasmussen, Julie Underwood, Spike Jorgensen 

Second row: Carol Choye, Evelyn Blose Holman, Linda Darling Hammond, Colleen Wilcox 
Back row: Fred Hartmeister, Charles Fowler, Dick Christie, Mark Edwards, John Monahan, and Gary Marx 

President  ............................................................................................................. Steve Rasmussen (WA) 
President- elect  ................................................................................................... George Garcia (AZ) 
Vice President ...................................................................................................... Julie Underwood (WI) 
Past President....................................................................................................... Fred Hartmeister (TX) 

Directors 
Evelyn Blose Holman .......................................................................................... New York 
Carol Choye ......................................................................................................... New Jersey 
Linda Darling Hammond ..................................................................................... California 
Nancy DeFord ..................................................................................................... Virginia 
Mark Edwards ..................................................................................................... North Carolina 
Charles Fowler ..................................................................................................... New Hampshire 
Joe Hairston ......................................................................................................... Maryland 
Eric King ............................................................................................................. Indiana 
Barry Lynn .......................................................................................................... D. C. 
Gary Marx ........................................................................................................... Virginia 
John Monahan ..................................................................................................... Alaska 
Stan Olson ........................................................................................................... Idaho 
Susan Purser ........................................................................................................ North Carolina 
Claire Sheff Kohn ................................................................................................ Massachusetts 
 
Jack McKay, Executive Director .......................................................................... Washington 
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Digital Kids 
At the AASA Convention, I attended a presentation by Ian Jukes.  Dr. Jukes talked about the “Digital Kid.” Here 
are some of his comments: 
Digital Kids are Fundamentally Different 
What’s becoming abundantly clear is that this new digital generation is very different from ours. Not just a little different 
but FUNDAMENTALLY different. They crave access to tools that let them network with their peers or anyone or anything 
else they choose to interact with. And for them, it’s second nature to multitask. They expect, want, and need tools that 
provide hyperlinks and instantaneous random access that allow them to connect everyone and everything to everyone and 
everything else simultaneously for instant gratification. They can be doing their homework, talking on the phone, listening 
to music, downloading movies, surfing the Web, and maintaining multiple simultaneous conversations on a chat line. And 
they’re still bored. Comparing these experiences to our experiences growing up, these activities have increasingly become 
their replacement for what we did on the street, the park, and back yard. 
Digital Natives Learn Differently 
Digital natives (kids) on the other hand, pick up new devices and start experimenting with them right away. They assume 
the inherent design of the devices will teach them how to use a new gadget intuitively. This is because the digital native has 
adopted a mindset of rapid-fire trial and error learning. They’re not afraid of making mistakes because they learn more 
quickly that way. They use devices experientially, and have no problems getting help online. 

 
Digital Learners prefer:  Many educators prefer: 
receiving info quickly from multiple 
multimedia sources. 

slow & controlled release of info from 
limited sources. 

parallel processing & multi-tasking. singular processing & single or limited 
tasking. 

processing pictures, sounds color, 
& video before text 

to provide text before pictures, 
sounds & video 

random access to hyper-linked 
multimedia information 

to provide info linearly, logically & 
sequentially. 

to network simultaneously with 
many others 

students to work independently 
before they network & interact 

to learn “just-in-time” to teach “just-in-case” 
instant gratification & immediate 
rewards 

deferred gratification & delayed 
rewards 

learning that’s relevant, active, 
instantly useful & fun 

feel compelled to teach to the 
curriculum guide & tests 

 
Digital kids are increasingly experiencing a digital world that is increasingly – some say completely - out of synch with 
traditional approaches and assumptions about teaching, learning and assessment. The complete text of Jukes’ presentation 
is available via email.  ( jmckay@hmleague.org ) 

 
The Horace Mann League of the USA 
560 Rainier Lane 
Port Ludlow, WA 98365



9 
 



10 
 

 


